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ROSS McINtYRE and his wife Jean spent 40 years together paddling
the great wilderness rivers of North America. Paddle Beads is Ross’s
inspirational and moving memoir of those trips and the resultant
lifetime journey they took together. For those whose hands have
not yet grown a paddle callus, McIntyre offers a glimpse of what
to expect as a canoe paddle becomes a real companion. For those
with miles of water behind and more to come, these pieces will
vividly bring back the sensation as the bow rises on a wave or as
the canoe leans into a turn. And for those who are content to sit
comfortably at the fireside and dream about the way things should
be, Paddle Beads will take your imagination on a lasting journey.

Praise for Paddle Beads

“Paddle Beads is a deeply sensitive, introspective view of how wild
places and the magic of canoes shape the human spirit.  Masterfully
written and rich with life lessons, the author’s passion for adventure
and his respect for humanity shine through on every page. I simply
couldn’t put this book down!”

—cliff Jacobson
About the author

O. Ross McIntyre graduated from
Dartmouth college in 1953 and Harvard
Medical School in 1957.  After serving in
Pakistan for the U.S. Public Health Service,
he joined the faculty of Dartmouth
Medical School in 1964.  He retired in 1998,
having served as Director of the Norris
cotton cancer center at the Dartmouth-
Hitchcock Medical center and as

chairman of the cancer and Leukemia Group B. 
An avid canoeist since boyhood, Ross and his wife of 48 years,

the late Jean Geary McIntyre, spent every chance they could deep
in the North American wilderness, paddling and camping for weeks
at a time, returning afterward to the riverfront New Hampshire
farm where he and Jean raised their three children, Jeanie, Ross,
and Elizabeth.
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